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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF STEPHEN J. ROSS

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 22, 2010

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Stephen “Steve” J. Ross for
his more than 40 years of faithful service to
communities in southeastern Pennsylvania.

During the last two years, the residents,
businesses and all taxpayers of West Pikeland
Township, Chester County have benefitted im-
measurably from Steve’s breadth of experi-
ence and tremendous leadership as Township
Manager.

Prior to taking the helm in West Pikeland,
Steve had a distinguished career spanning
nearly 30 years as Township Manager in West
Whiteland Township, Chester County. He has
been an outstanding steward of public fi-
nances and played a critical role in helping a
region experiencing phenomenal growth pro-
tect its open space and natural resources, en-
hance its recreational opportunities, and im-
prove its infrastructure.

The West Pikeland Township Board of Su-
pervisors will recognize Steve for his exem-
plary efforts on December 28, 2010.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me today in honoring Stephen J. Ross for
his extraordinary commitment to public service
and dedication to making southeastern Penn-
sylvania a great place to live, work and raise
a family.

——————

IN HONOR OF PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS CONRADO JAVIER JR.

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 22, 2010

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of a young, brave soldier who
was killed in Afghanistan on Sunday, Decem-
ber 19, 2010. Private First Class Conrado
Javier Jr. of Marina, California was only nine-
teen years old. It is with a heavy heart that |
wish to offer my sincere condolences to the
family of Conrado Javier Jr.

Private First Class Conrado Javier Jr.
served in the United States Army and was as-
signed to the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cav-
alry Regiment based in Vilseck, Germany. He
was serving a tour in Afghanistan supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom. On Sunday, De-
cember 19, 2010, in the Kandahar province of
Afghanistan, the vehicle he driving in struck an
improvised explosive device. Pfc. Javier was
unable to recover from his wounds sustained
in the deadly explosion.

Conrado Javier Jr. is the fifth service mem-
ber from my district to pay the ultimate sac-
rifice while defending our country in Operation
Enduring Freedom. Sadly, he is the youngest
service member from my district to lose his life

in Afghanistan. There are no words that can
fill the far reaching potential of this young
man. However, | have no doubt he touched
many lives during his very short time on Earth
and his life will continue through them.

Conrado attended Seaside High School and
was a member of the school’s Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corps. It is evident he was
dedicated to serving his country and pos-
sessed the strengths of a leader. Some may
say his strongest value was being a loyal
friend, who put others before him.

Madam Speaker, | rise today and ask for
my colleagues to join me in honoring the life
of Conrado Javier Jr. | extend the sincere con-
dolences of the House to his mother, Julia
Dominga Javier Diaz; his father, Conrado
Javier; and the seven siblings he leaves be-
hind. Private Javier, we salute you!

KAY EHALT
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 22, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and applaud Kay Ehalt for her
outstanding service to our community.

Kay Ehalt has made a life of caring for oth-
ers. She has raised two sons and a daughter.
She puts her heart and soul into creating gift
baskets that are creative and unique and adds
the personal touch to make each recipient feel
cherished.

Kay has been involved with the Kiwanis for
many years and travels annually with the Chil-
dren’s Hospital Jungle Mobile. The Jungle Mo-
bile is an ambulance converted into a safety
education classroom on wheels. It travels to
rural areas to teach kids about fire safety,
water safety and how to call 911.

In addition, Kay is an avid supporter of the
Jefferson Foundation’s Crystal Ball. Volun-
teering her time for the event and donating
items for the silent auction. Whenever an or-
ganization needs something for auctions, fund-
raisers or decorations, Kay is always offering
her services or her baskets without being
asked.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Kay
Ehalt for her well deserved recognition by the
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

———

AMERICA COMPETES
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 5116, the America COM-

PETES Act. To maintain economic growth and
a high standard of living, our nation must re-
main competitive in a global economy. To be
competitive, U.S. companies must engage in
trade, preserve market shares, and provide
sustainable products, processes, and services.
Scientific and technological advances serve as
critical components of economic growth be-
cause they contribute to the creation of new
goods, services, jobs, and increased produc-
tivity. Our country is in need of innovative con-
cepts and ideas to strengthen our economy
both domestically and internationally. The
America COMPETES Act will increase the na-
tion’s investment in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics, STEM. Further,
COMPETES provides critical federal invest-
ment in science through research and edu-
cation. | am pleased that the 111th Congress
will reauthorize this law, and | am pleased that
it contains some important elements to broad-
en the participation of groups of Americans
who are underrepresented in STEM fields,
such as women and racial or ethnic minorities.

According to the Census Bureau, 39 percent
of the population under the age of 18 is a ra-
cial or ethnic minority. Yet, in 2003, only 4.4
percent of U.S. science and engineering jobs
were held by African Americans and only 3.4
percent by Hispanics. In 2008, the American
Community Survey reported that 10.3 percent
of the total U.S. population were in the Profes-
sional, Scientific, Management and Adminis-
trative Services industry; however, only 7.7
percent of Cambodians, 6.8 percent of
Hmongs, and 5.2 percent of Laotians actually
held these types of jobs. Further, women rep-
resent only a little more than one quarter of
our science and technology workforce. Many
experts maintain that the ability of the U.S. to
produce enough scientists will fall far short un-
less we take strong action to develop the po-
tential of women and minorities. Thus, broad-
ening participation efforts are critical to meet-
ing the growing demand for U.S. workers with
STEM skills and to improving American com-
petitiveness globally.

Although minorities have increased their
share of degrees awarded in the sciences,
poor preparation in science and mathematics
is a major factor limiting the access of these
citizens to careers in the STEM fields. H.R.
5116 helps improve secondary STEM edu-
cation by requiring federal agencies to report
how they are disseminating federally funded
STEM education resources to practitioners, in-
cluding to teachers and administrators at high-
needs schools. Further, it requires the estab-
lishment of an inventory of federally sponsored
STEM education programs that must include
an assessment of the effectiveness of the pro-
grams and the rates of participation of under-
represented minorities in such programs. An
increased investment in STEM-based pro-
grams will offer more high-level science and
mathematics courses in high school, enhance
undergraduate and graduate degrees in
science and engineering, and solidify employ-
ment in science and engineering positions in
this global economy. The National Science
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